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OPENING OF THE MEETING

The Workshop was opened by the welcome address of H.E. Dr. Masoumeh

Ebtekar, Vice-President of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Director,

Department of the Environment. Her Excellency underlined the importance

of the Warkshop in addressing environmental health objectives of the Region
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the direction of reducing health risks through the provision of useful

guidelines for policy development and management, She further emphasized |

the importance of environmental awareness for better protection of the
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The statement of H.E. Dr. Abdul Rehman Al-Awadi, Exccutive Secretary of
ROPME, was delivered on his behalf by Dr, Hassan Mohammadi, Protocol
Implementation Officer of ROPME. He outlined the main objective for
convening the Workshop and highlighted the salient provisions of the Kuwait
Regional Convention and the Kuwait Action Plan on environmental health
assessment and management  Accordingly, the development of technical
guidelines for the assessment of marine pollution and control of health risks
was considered of high priority for the Region. ROPME has further
developed a Regional Programme of Action consistent with the Global
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-Based Activities to support and reinforce the National Programmes of
Contracting States for the implementation of the Land-Based Protocol. |

The message of HLE, Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy, Regional Director, WHO, was
delivered on his behalf by Dr. Houssain Abouzaid, Regional Adviser of
WHO-EMRO. He stated that the intemational efforts to assess and control
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each activity and the substances contained in their effluents are to be
identified.

b} The rest of the document is to be rearranged to follow the alphabetical order,

taking into account the priorities assigned in the Regional Programme of
Agtion on LBA

c) References fo the sources of pollution should be formulated according 1o the
Regional conditions,

d) Methods of treatment and disposal as well as alternative methods mtroduced
in the guidelines could be used since they are based on scientific evidence and
adopted worldwide.

&) The combined effluent treatment is to be used in line with the provisions of
ROPME Protocol on Land-Based Sources.

a) The submarine outfall structures for small and medium-sized coastal
communifies are not recommended in the environmentally sensitive areas and
in areas adjacent to water intakes (e.g desalination plants) in the ROPME
Sea Area The guidelines on submarine cutfall structures could be applicable
in other parts of the ROPME Sea Area. However, due to the shortage of
freshwater resources in the Region, the recycling of wastewnter and the
reusge and multiple wses of water are strongly recommended.

In certain localities, hawever, prior 1o in-depth studies and adjustment to the
local conditions, submarine outfalls can be used, as for example, when
servicing discharge bypass structures endfor for aveiding direct discharge
into sensitive water bodies (e g, rivers),

Particular attention should be given to the river mouths as they are usslly
the recipient bodies of domestic discharges. River basin management is
recommended for the assessment of river discharges.

Assessment of the discharge of coastal cities with more than 10,000
inhabitants would indicate the actual situation and is recommended.

a} The guidelines for the Mediterranean Sea could be wseful to the ROPME
Member States and is recommended in the mterim period prior to the
development of the Regional Guidelines,

b} The document should be revised so as to reflect the provisions of the
ROPME Convention and its Protocols as well as the Regional Programme of

L Actionon LBA
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