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MEETING OF THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF ROPME MEMBER

STATES FOR SIGNING THE PROTOCOL ON THE CONTROL

OF MARINE TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENTS AND DISPOSAL
OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND OTHER WASTES
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INBODUCTHION

The draft Protocol was developed in 1989 and was reviewed by four
Legal/Technical Expert Meetings in 1989, 1993, 1994 and 1997,
respectively. The text of the draft Protocol was also reviewed by the
Secretariat of the Basel Convention, ELI/PAC of UNEP as well as IMO
and the final text with 16 Articles was unanimously accepted at the Fourth
Expert Meeting in December 1997.

The Meeting of the Plenipotentiaries for Signing of the Protocol was
convened in Tehran, LR.Iran on 17 March 1998 in accordance with
Decision CM9/14 of the Ninth Meeting of the Council (June 1996) and in
compliance with the Decision of the Sixteenth Meeting of ROPME
Executive Committee (Movember 1997). The Meeting was chaired by the
current Chairman of ROPME Council, H.E. Sheikh Khalid Bin Abdullah
Al-Khalifa, Minister of Housing, Municipality and Environment of Bahrain
and was attended by delegates from seven Member States, high ranking
personalities and ROPME Secretariat.

©OPENLIG OF THE MEETING

The Signing Ceremonies started at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 17 March 1998 by
a welcome address of the Chairman, H.E. Sheikh Khalid Bin Abdullah
Al-Khalifa in which he highlighted the importance of the occasion in the
history of environmental protection of the Region. He underlined the
significance of environmental concerns and cooperation among Member
States as witnessed by the will of the Governments and the People to sign
the Protocol in order to preserve our common natural heritage for the
generations o come.




H.E. Sheikh Khalid Bin Abduillah Al-Khalifa:
il ™
"The protection of marine environment is (o
be developed in peace and on a sustainable
basis derived from the principles of Islam
which has unified our Region and will
continue to be a source of aspiration for a

\._b etter future."

ON NON Ne

H.E.Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekar, Vice-President of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Director of the Department of the Environment delivered a speech emphasizing the
full commitment and willingness of the Islamic Republic of Iran for regional coop-
eration particularly on environmental issues and the protection of marine environ-
ment. She further stated that " The Signing of the Protocol is a significant develop-
ment in line with the environmental protection and security of the Region. We hope
to witness in the near future, collaborative efforts undertaken to implement and ac-
tualize the Protocol and to establish a regime of environmental regulations and stan-
dards, that all those entering the Region will have to comply with".
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H.E.Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekar :

HlI"-".RI:.'r‘}“.ﬂ-st has taken great sirides for the
protection of the marine environment during the
twe decades of it inceprion.  Our common
religion, similar climate and environmental
condirions provide a favourable framework for
research and the exchange of information and
experience.  Joint projects and activities have
been successfully undertaken and implemented
indicating a genuine spirit of cooperation and
Islamic brotherhood. "
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H.E. Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi, Executive Secretary of ROPME -

addressed the Meeting and outlined the main provisions of the Protocol. He
explained that the Basel Convention deals with the transboundary movements of
wastes among countries and not a body of water such as the ROPME Sea Area. To
this effect, ROPME prepared the first draft of the present Protocol in cooperation
with UNEP in 1989 with the objective to protect the marine environment of our
Region against the impacts of transboundary movements and disposal of wastes. Dr.
Al-Awadi further elaborated on the Protocol requirements as a multi-purpose legal
instrument for the control of all types of wastes in a comprehensive manner.
Accordingly, the transboundary movements of hazardous wastes, the dumping of
wastes at sea, the ballast water of oil tankers and the wastes of commercial ships are
all addressed by the Protocol, In fact, the present Protocol deals with the main
provisions of three international Conventions, i.e. the Basel Convention, MARFOL
73778 and the London Convention and its 1996 Protocol. It has been the intention not
to develop too many Protocols and hence not to create too many bureaucracies and
obligations for ROPME Member States which they cannot afford.

ol NON Ne
H.E. Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi : "The

present Protocol addresses major issues of concemn to
countries of the Region. It provides maximum
protection against marine pollution resulting from
transhoundary movements  of wastes, operational
pollution from ships and dumping of wastes at sea. In
the meantime, it promotes Reglonal cooperation o
address all aspects of hazardous wastes and to ensure
environmentally sound management of wastes. Through
such a Regional cooperation we will be able 1o establish
and run reception facilities to control the operational pollution from ships. We will
be able to establish an effective monitoring and surveillance system to detect and
control dumping of wastes at sea. And, we will be able to utilize the existing facilities
as well as those to be established in the Region to a fuller capacity to handle wastes
in an environmentally sound manner”




~

)

H.E.Mr. Mohammad Saidi-Kia, Minister of Jihad-e-Sazandagi of LR Iran was
a guest speaker in the Meeting. He emphasized the importance of conservation
and the sustainable use of resources for the protection of the marine environment.
He also stated that there are many diverse and productive marine ecosystems in
our Region, but only a few are protecied and that many other fragile and sensitive
areas are in need of immediate attention.

H.E.Dr. Sayed Mohammad Sadr, Deputy Minister for Africa and Arab States
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was another guest speaker who underlined the
significance of Regional cooperation for a better environment. He expressed
hopes that environmental cooperation in the Region will be extended to all areas of
common interest and that such a comprehensive cooperation will become a model
and good example for other countries of the world. He further urged ROPME to
forge linkages with other important conventions, such as the Basel Convention,
with a view to enhancing cooperative relationships and to make good use of their
technical experience.

H.E.Dr. Nizar Tawfig, President of MEPA, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia addressed
the Plenipotentiaries Meeting and expressed the great importance that the
Kingdom attaches to the provisions of the Protocol. He further assured the
Meeting of the full support of his Government for an early ratification and
implementation of the Protocol,
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AUDIENCE WITH H.E.THE PRESIDENT

An audience with H.E. Dr. Sayed Mohammad Khatami, the
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran was granted to
Delegates at 16:00 hours on 17 March 1998, The President

muade valuable and guiding remarks on Regional cooperation
for the protection of the marine environmemt during the
audience.




The Protocol was Signed by
Bahrain, LR.Iran, Kuwail, Oman
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The Protocol

six ROPME Member States, i.e.
Qatar and UAE during the

entiaries who Signed the

respective Governments were:
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QUOTED ARTICLES FROM THE PROTOCOL

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

I, Contracting States shall ensure that the generation of hazardous wastes
or other wastes is reduced to a minimum, taking into account social,
technological and economic aspects.

2. Each Contracting State shall prohibit all persons under its national
Jurisdiction from transporting or disposing of hazardous wastes or other
wastes unless such persons are authorized or allowed to perform such
types of operations. '

1. Each Contracting State shall take appropriate measures to ensure that
persons involved in the management of hazardous wastes and other
wastes under its national jurisdiction take such steps as are necessary to
prevent pollution due to hazardous wastes or other wastes arising from
such management and, if such pollution occurs, to minimize the
consequences thereof for human health and the environment.

4. Each Contracting State shall require that hazardous wastes and other
wastes that are to be the subject of a transboundary movement be
packaged, labelled, and transported in conformity with generally
accepted and recognized international rules and standards,

5. Each Contracting State shall require that hazardous wastes and other
wastes be accompanied by a movement document from the point at
which a transboundary movement commences to the point of disposal.

6. Contracting States shall ensure the effective control of transport and
disposal facilities for hazardous wastes or other wastes including routine
inspection and monitoring of environmental effects of these operations.

7. Each Contracting State shall require that hazardous wastes or other
wastes, to be exported, are managed in an environmentally sound
manner in the State of import or elsewhere.

%, Contracting States shall cooperate in monitoring the effects of the
management of hazardous wastes and other wastes on human health and
the environment.
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